NGON NGU¥, CHAN LY VA SU HIEU: TU’ GADAMER PEN RICOEUR TRONG THONG
DIEN HOC TRIET HOC (LANGUAGE, TRUTH, AND UNDERSTANDING: FROM
GADAMER TO RICOEUR IN PHILOSOPHICAL HERMENEUTICS)

DAN NHAP (INTRODUCTION)

e Trong triét hoc hién dai, vin dé ngon ngir khdng con bi gi¢i han trong vai tro cia mét
QA‘% cong cu biéu dat, nhung tré thanh méi trudng nén tang trong dé chan ly dwoc hinh
thanh, dwgc trung gian hoéa va dwoc truyén dat. Tir budrc ngodt ngon ngir (linguistic
turn), cac cau hoi truyén thong cua triét hoc vé chan ly va tri thirc budc phai dwoc dit

lai trong twong quan vé&i dién ngdn: chan ly khong chi 1 sw twong hop giita tw twéng
va thuec tai, nhwng con gin lién v&i cach thirc con ngwoi hiéu va dién giai thé gi¢i thong
qua ngdn ngit. Trong bdi canh d6, thong dién hoc (hermeneutics) dan chuyén minh tir
mot ky thuat cha gidi thanh mot suy tw triét hoc vé chinh diéu kién cua sw hiéu.
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Sw chuyén ddi nay dat t&i hinh thire triét hoc ro rét noi Hans-Georg Gadamer, ngui
da phat trién mot thong dién hoc triét hoc dit nén tang trén tinh lich sir cia sw hiéu.
Theo hwéng nay, hiéu khong phai la mot thao tac chi quan ap dat1én doi twong, nhung
la mot bién c6 (event) xay ra trong truyén théng, noi cha thé luén da dwoc dinh hinh béi cac tién gid dinh
(prejudices) va béi chan trod y nghia (horizon of meaning) ma minh thudc vé. Chinh vi thé, chan ly khéng con
dwoc hiéu nhw mét két qua ctia phwong phap, nhwng nhw mét diéu “xay ra” (happens) trong kinh nghiém hiéu.
Tuy nhién, théng dién hoc khong dirng lai & moé hinh nay. Paul Ricoeur tiép nhan truc gidc nén tang cta
Gadamer, nhung dong thoi tim cach mé rong né bang cach d6i thoai véi hién twong hoc, ciu tric luan va cac
khoa hoc vé ky hiéu. Trong tu twéng cta Ricoeur, sw hi€éu khong chi dién ra trong truyén théng s6ng dong,
nhung con dwoc trung gian qua van ban (text), biéu twong (symbol) va tw sw (narrative). Do d6, dién gidi khong
don thun 1a sy hoa nhip vao mot chan troi c6 san, nhung 1a mot tién trinh qua trung gian (mediation), trong
d6 y nghia dugc ciu hinh va tai ciu hinh. Chinh trong vién twong ndy, chan ly khong con mang tinh truec tiép,
nhwng xuit hién nhu mot diéu dwgc “tai cdu hinh” (refiguration) qua dién giai, dic biét trong c4u tric cta tw
su.

Sw khac biét gitra hai hwéng ti€p cin nay khong phai la sy déi 1ap don gidn, nhwng 1a hai cdch hiéu khac nhau
vé twong quan giita chan ly va dién giai. Néu Gadamer nhin manh chiéu kich bién c8 va tinh lich st ctia sw hiéu,
thi Ricoeur nhidn manh c4u truc trung gian cua dién gidi va vai tro ctia vin ban trong viéc tai cdu hinh kinh
nghiém. Tir d6, vin dé trung tAm cda tham luin ndy dwoc dit ra nhw sau: chin ly phai dwoc hiéu nhw méot
bién c8 xay ra trong truyén théng, hay nhw mét tié€n trinh dién giai qua van ban va ky hiéu? Néi cach
khéc, dau 1a twong quan gitra chan ly va dién giai trong hai mé hinh théng dién hoc tiéu biéu ctia Gadamer va
Ricoeur?

bé trd 1o cAu hoi nay, nghién ctru sé trién khai mot phwong phap két hop gitra phan tich khai niém (conceptual
analysis) va ddi chiéu triét hoc (comparative hermeneutics). Trwéc hét, cac luidn diém nén tang cia Gadamer
va Ricoeur sé dwoc trinh bay trong tinh hé théng ndi tai ciia ching, dic biét qua cac tdc phdm chi chot nhw
Truth and Method, The Rule of Metaphor, Time and Narrative va Oneself as Another. Tiép dén, hai 1ap trwedng nay
sé dwoc dit trong twong quan déi thoai nham 1am ndi bat nhirng diém hoi tu va di biét, dong thoi danh gia kha
ning b6 sung 14n nhau ciia ching trong viéc suy tw vé chan ly trong thong dién hoc hién dai.



I. GADAMER: THONG DIEN HOC NHU’ BAN THE CUA SU’ HIEU (GADAMER: HERMENEUTICS AS THE
ONTOLOGY OF UNDERSTANDING)

1. B6i canh triét hoc va dinh vi tw twéng (Philosophical Context and Position)

Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900-2002) dwoc nhin nhin nhw khu6én mait tiéu biéu nhat cta théng dién hoc
(hermeneutics) trong triét hoc thé ky XX. Theo cac nghién ctru tong quan, 6ng la “nha dai dién hang dau cda
thong dién hoc triét hoc” (the leading exponent of philosophical hermeneutics), va tic phAm chinh ctia 6ng, Chdn
Iy va phwong phdp (Truth and Method), @3 dwa thong dién hoc tré thanh mot diém quy chiéu trung tAm trong
triét hoc dwong dai (Malpas & Zabala, 2010, pp. 1-3). Cong trinh ndy tim cach vwot qua nhirng d6i 1ap nhw chu
nghia khach quan (objectivism) va chu nghia twong déi (relativism), cling nhw gitra chi nghia khoa hoc
(scientism) va chi nghia phi ly (irrationalism) bing cach tai xac dinh ban chit cia kinh nghiém hiéu (Malpas &
Zabala, 2010, p. 2).

V@ boi canh tw twdng, Gadamer chi cé thé dwoc hiéu dung khi dit trong mdéi twong quan trwe tiép véi Martin
Heidegger (1889-1976). Trong Chdn Iy va phwong phdp (Truth and Method), Gadamer x4c nhan rang cong trinh
ctia dng khéi di tir budc chuyén noi Heidegger, dic biét 13 tir viéc phat trién “hién twong hoc thong dién”
(hermeneutical phenomenology) va viéc lam sang to cdu trdc tién thién cta sy hiéu (fore-structure of
understanding) (Gadamer, 2004, pp. xx-xxi). Diéu nay cho thdy théng dién hoc khong con dwoc hiéu nhw mot
phwong phap chu giai, nhuwng nhw mot suy tw vé diéu kién hiru thé cta sw hiéu.

Vén nan triét hoc & day can dwoc xac dinh ré. Trong truyén thdng triét hoc cin dai, dac biét tir Inmanuel Kant,
cau hoi trung tAm xoay quanh diéu kién kha thé cta tri thirc: con ngudi co thé biét gi, va bang cadch nao? Trong
vién twong nay, sw hiéu (understanding) thwong dwoc xem nhw mot nang lwc nhan thirc ciia chi thé. Tuy nhién,
Heidegger da 1am léch truc cau héi khi 6ng cho rang con nguwdi 1a mot hitu thé ludn da &-trong-thé-gidi (being-
in-the-world), va vi thé luén da hiéu trwé'c moi hanh vi nhin thirc phan tw. Nhw vay, sw hi€éu khéng phai la mot
thao tac thir cip, nhung la mdt chiéu kich ban thé (ontological dimension) cta hién hiru ngwoi (Heidegger,
1962, §§31-32).

Chinh trén nén tdng nay, Gadamer trién khai thong dién hoc nhw mot triét hoc cta sw hiéu. Ngay & phin mé
dau ctia Chan Iy va phwong phdp (Truth and Method), dng khing dinh: “Hién twong théng dién vé co bdn khong
phdi la mgt vdn dé ciia phwong phdp.” (“The hermeneutical phenomenon is basically not a problem of method
at all.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. xxviii).

Cau khang dinh nay mang y nghia quyét dinh: thong dién hoc khéng nham thiét 1ap mot phwong phap méi,
nhwng nhiam 1am sang t6 mot kinh nghiém chan ly vén di hién dién trong doi séng hiéu. Chinh vi vy, Gadamer
tiép tuc nhan manh rang van dé cta su hiéu “vwot ra ngoai gi¢i han cta khai niém phwong phap duoc thiét 1ap
béi khoa hoc hién dai” (goes beyond the limits of the concept of method as set by modern science) (Gadamer,
2004, p. xxi), va rang hién twong hiéu “chdng lai moi né lwc dién giai lai né theo cadc pham tru ctia phwong phap
khoa hoc” (resists any attempt to reinterpret it in terms of scientific method) (Gadamer, 2004, p. xxii).

Tir day, Gadamer trién khai mot phé phan cé hé théng déi véi cha nghia khoa hoc (scientism). Van dé khong
phai la phd nhan khoa hoc, nhwng la gi¢i han pham vi cia né. Trong cac linh vwe nhuw lich s, nghé thuat va
truyén théng, chan ly khéng xuit hién dwdi dang cadc ménh dé co thé kiém chirng, nhwng nhw maot kinh nghiém
hiéu mang tinh lich st. Theo cic nha nghién ctru, chinh & diém nay Gadamer tim cach vwot qua mé hinh nhin
thirc luan cla triét hoc hién dai bang cach khoi phuc chiéu kich lich s va ngdn ngit cia chan ly (Malpas &
Zabala, 2010, p. 2).

Trong béi canh triét hoc thé ky XX, Gadamer vi thé gitt mot vi tri dic biét. Ong vira tiép néi Heidegger, vira mé
rong hwdng di nay theo chiéu kich lich s, truyén thong va ngén ngit. Nhw cac nghién cru téng quan cho thiy,
tw twdng cia 6ng cé anh hwdng sdu réong dén triét hoc ngdén ngir, my hoc, khoa hoc nhén vin va than hoc (Malpas
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& Zabala, 2010, pp. 1-5). Diéu nay cho phép xac dinh Gadamer khong chi nhu mdt nha théng dién hoc, nhung
nhu mot trong nhirng triét gia trung tim cia thé ky XX.

To6m lai, b6i canh triét hoc ctia Gadamer cé thé dwoc xac dinh qua ba nét chinh: (1) bwéc chuyén ban thé hoc
tir Heidegger, theo d6 sy hiéu la mot chiéu kich nén tang ctia hién hiru; (2) phé phan chi nghia khoa hoc va gi¢i
han ctia phwong phap; (3) xac 14p thong dién hoc nhw moét hwéng triét hoc nhidm suy tw vé chan Iy trong kinh
nghiém hiéu lich str va ngdn ngi.

2. Ciu truc cha sy hiéu (Structure of Understanding / Understanding as Historically Effected
Consciousness)

Trung tAm cta thong dién hoc Hans-Georg Gadamer 1a viéc tai dinh nghia sw hiéu khong nhw mot hanh vi chu
quan cua y thirc, nhwng nhw moét tién trinh mang tinh lich st, trong d6 chu thé luén da bi dinh hinh béi truyén
théng ma minh thudc vé. Gadamer goi ciu tric nay la “y thic bi hiéu lwc bé&i lich si”
(wirkungsgeschichtliches Bewusstsein / historically effected consciousness) — mot khai niém nham pha
v do twdng cua triét hoc Khai sdng vé mot chu thé hiéu hoan toan tw tri va trung 1ap (Gadamer, 2004, pp. 300-
307).

Hiéu lwc cia lich st va tinh thudc vé (Wirkungsgeschichte and Belonging / Zugehorigkeit)

Theo Gadamer, moi sw hi€u déu dién ra trong mot tién trinh lich st da van hanh trwéc d6 va van dang tiép tuc
tac dong. Piéu nay c6 nghia rang con ngudi khong dirng ngoai lich sir dé€ quan sat, nhung ludn & trong lich st
va thudc vé noé (belonging).

Ong viét: “Y thitc bi hiéu lwc béi lich st trwéc hét la y thirc vé tinh huéng trong dé chiing ta ludén dd 6.”
(“Historically effected consciousness is primarily consciousness of the situation in which we find ourselves.”)
(Gadamer, 2004, p. 301).

e

Tinh “thudc v&” nay mang y nghia ban thé hoc: hiéu khéng phai la hanh vi cia mét chi thé doc 1ap doi dién véi
déi twong, nhung 1a mét hinh thirc tham dw (participation) vao mot truyén théng séng dong. Vi viy, moi sw
hiéu déu bat dau tir mot vi thé da dwgc dinh hinh trwdc, chit khong phai tir mot diém khéi dau trung 14p.
Pinh kién va sw phé phan Khai sang (Prejudice and the Critique of Enlightenment)

Mot trong nhitng luidn diém then chét cia Gadamer 13 viéc phuc hoéi khai niém dinh Kién (prejudice /
Vorurteil). Truyén thong Khai sdng xem dinh kién nhw diéu can loai b dé dat t&i tri thirc khach quan. Ngugc
lai, Gadamer cho rang dinh kién 1a diéu kién tién nghiém ctia moi sw hiéu.

Ong nhan dinh: “Pinh kién chéng lai dinh kién ctia Khai sdng dd ddn dén viéc lam mdt uy tin ciia truyén théng va
thdm quyén.” (“The Enlightenment’s prejudice against prejudice has led to the discrediting of tradition and
authority.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 277).

Tuy nhién, Gadamer khéng roi vao chii nghia twong dgi. Ong phan biét gitra:

dinh kién chinh dang (legitimate prejudices)

va dinh Kién sai lam (illegitimate prejudices)
Vi vy, nhiém vu cia thong dién hoc khong phai 1a loai bd moi dinh kién, nhung 13 y thitc va Kiém tra ching.
Ong nhin manh: “Piéu quan trong la nhdn thitc dwoc chinh nhikng thién kién ctiia minh.” (“The important thing
is to be aware of one’s own bias.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 269).
Nhu vay, hiéu khong phai 1a sy v6 dinh kién, nhwng la mot tién trinh tw phan tinh (self-reflection) vé nhirng
diéu kién tién hiéu ctia chinh minh.

Truyén théng va thim quyén (Tradition and Authority)
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Tl viéc phuc hoi dinh kién, Gadamer di t&i viéc tai dinh nghia truyén thdng (tradition) va thim quyén
(authority) — hai khai niém bi triét hoc Khai sang nghi ngo.
Truyén théng, theo Gadamer, khéng phai 1a mot di sdn qua khir bat dong, nhwng la mot thwe tai song dong ma
trong d6 con ngwoi ludn da dwoc dat vao. Hiu khong dién ra bén ngoai truyén théng, nhwng ludn 1a mét hinh
thirc d6i thoai v&i truyén thong (Gadamer, 2004, pp. 282-284).
Twong tw, thAm quyén khong phai la sw 4p dat phi ly, nhwng dwa trén mot sw thira nhan c6 co sé: “Thdm quyén
khéng dwa trén sw phuc tung mu qudng, nhwng trén sw nhdn thitc va thira nhdn.” (“Authority is based on
recognition and knowledge...”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 279).
Do d6, viéc chidp nhin thim quyén khong phai la tir bd ly tri, nhwng la mot hinh thirc 1y tri y thirc vé gi¢i han
cua minh, mé ra cho truyén thong.
Dung hop chin tréi (Fusion of Horizons / Horizontverschmelzung)
T4t ca cac yéu to trén hoi tu trong khai niém trung tim cua Gadamer: dung hop chan troi (fusion of
horizons). “Chan troi” (horizon) chi pham vi hiéu biét dwoc hinh thanh béi lich sir va kinh nghiém ctia mdi cha
thé.
Hiéu xay ra khi:

chan troi cta truyén thong (qué khi)

va chan troi ctia nguwdi hiéu (hién tai)
khong ding tach biét, nhung giao thoa va bién ddi 1an nhau. Gadamer viét: “Hiéu Iuén la sw dung hop cta
nhitng chdn troi twdng nhw tdch biét.” (“Understanding is always the fusion of these horizons...”) (Gadamer,
2004, p. 305). Piéu nay cho thdy rang hiéu khong phai 12 tai tao qua khit mot cach khach quan, nhwng 12 mot
tién trinh trong d6 qua khir dwoc hién tai hda, va hién tai dwoc bién do6i bdi qua khir.
Chung ta c6 thé khang dinh ring sy hiéu theo Gadamer mang mot ciu triic ban thé hoc ré rét. Hiéu khong phai
1a hanh vi cia mot chu thé trung 14p, nhwng 1a mot tién trinh trong d6 con nguoi:

luén thudc vé mot truyén thong,

luén vin hanh qua dinh Kkién,

lu6n chiu 4nh hwdng cia tham quyén,

va dat t&i hiéu qua sw dung ho’p chan troi.
Do d6, hiéu khong phai 1a virot ra khéi lich stt, nhwng 1a mét hinh thirc tham dw c6 y thirc vao lich str dang
van hanh trong chinh minh.

3. Chan ly nhw bién c6 (Truth as Event / Truth Beyond Method)

Mot trong nhitng buéc ngoat triét dé€ cia théng dién hoc Hans-Georg Gadamer nam & viéc giai ciu triic quan
niém truyén théng vé chan ly. Néu triét hoc hién dai, tir Descartes dén khoa hoc thwc nghiém, da dong nhat
chan ly véi tinh ddng (correctness) dwoc bdo dam béi phwong phap, thi Gadamer dit lai toan bo van dé: chan
ly trwerc hét khong phai la két qua ctia mot thao tac nhan thirc, nhwng la mot bién cé (event) xay ra trong chinh
kinh nghiém hiéu.

Chinh vi vy, van dé trung tAm khong con 12 “l1am thé nao dé dat t&i chan ly bang phwong phap”, nhuwng 1a: trong
nhirng diéu kién nao chin ly c6 thé xay ra véi con ngwoi.

Phé phan sy tuyét déi héa phwong phap (Critique of Method)

Gadamer khéng phu nhin vai tro cia phwong phéap trong khoa hoc tw nhién; diéu 6ng phé phan la tham vong
mé& rong mé hinh 4y nhw chudn mwc phé quat cho moi hinh thirc chan ly. Trong cac khoa hoc nhan vin, noi d6i
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twong la y nghia, lich st va truyén théng, chan ly khong thé bi quy gidn thanh sdn phdm cia mot quy trinh k§
thuat.
Ong khing dinh ngay & loi mé dau: “Kinh nghiém chdn Iy ma cdc khoa hoc nhdn vin mang lai khéng thé duoc
kiém chirng bang nhitng phwong tién phwong phdp ludn ctia khoa hoc.” (“The experience of truth that comes to
us through the human sciences cannot be verified by the methodological means of science.”) (Gadamer, 2004,
p. xxii).
(' day, Gadamer khong chi dit gi¢i han cho phwong phap, nhwng mé ra mot chiu kich khac: chan ly nhw mot
kinh nghiém (Erfahrung) — diéu dén v&i ta, hon la diéu ta san xuit.
Vot qua mo hinh “tinh ding” (Beyond Truth as Correctness)
Hé qua truwc tiép clia phé phan trén la sy phan biét dit khoat gitra chin ly va tinh ding. Néu “tinh dung”
(Richtigkeit) thudc vé ménh dé va cé thé dwoc kiém chirng, thi chan ly trong nghia Gadamer khong bi quy dinh
b&i tiéu chuéan ay.
Chén ly, trong kinh nghiém hiéu, mang nhirng diac diém khac:

n6 khong hoan toan nam trong quyén kiém soat cta ch thé,

n6 khong thé duoc tai tao bang ky thuét,

va no c6 kha nang bién doi chinh ngwoi hiéu.
Do d6, chan ly khong phai 1a cai ta “ndm gitt”, nhwng 12 cai xay ra véi ta — mot bién c6 mang tinh hién sinh.
Tro choi (Spiel) va ciu tric ctia bién cd chan ly
Pé dién ta ban chit nay, Gadamer trién khai phan tich néi tiéng vé tro cho'i (Spiel / play). O’ day, 6ng thuc hién
mot ddo chiéu triét dé: thay vi xem ngwdi choi 1a cht thé diéu khién, 6ng cho thiy rang chinh tro choi méi la
thwc tai van hanh.
Ong viét: “Chii thé thwc sw ciia tro choi khdng phdi la ngwdi choi, nhung chinh la tro choi.” (“The real subject of
the game is not the player but the game itself.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 106).
Y nghia triét hoc ctia luan diém nay khéng dirng & hién twong giai tri. Trong tro choi:

nguwoi tham gia bi cuén vao mét chuyén dong virot qua y chi ca nhén,

sw kién dién ra khong hoan toan do chu thé kiém soat,

va y nghia ctia toan b tién trinh khong thé quy vé y dinh riéng 1é.
Chinh ciu tric nay cho phép Gadamer hiéu chén Iy nhw mot bién c6: giéng nhw tro choi, chin ly khong phai la
san phdm ctia chi thé, nhwng 1a mot tién trinh trong dé chu thé dworc 16i cudn va tham duw.
Kinh nghiém nghé thuat nhw nei chan ly xay ra (Art as Event of Truth)
Phéan tich tro choi dat t&i chiéu sdu day du trong kinh nghiém nghé thuit. D6i véi Gadamer, tic phdm nghé
thuat khong phai 1a mot déi twong thdm m§ thuan tdy, nhing 1a noi ma chan ly xay ra mot cach dic biét. Ong
nhin manh: “Kinh nghiém vé nghé thudt la mét bién cé trong dé mét chdn ly dwoc khai mé.” (“The experience of
art is an event in which a truth is disclosed.”) (Gadamer, 2004, pp. 102-103).
Trong kinh nghiém nay, nguwoi ti€p nhin khong dirng ngoai dé quan sat, nhwng bi dwa vao mot tién trinh:

tac phdm “noéi” diéu gi d6 veé thé gidi,

dong thoi “néi” diéu gi d6 vé chinh nguoi hiéu,

va qua do6 lam bién d6i cach ho hién hiru.
Do dd, nghé thuat khong minh hoa cho chan ly; n6 1a mot trong nhirng noi chan ly xay ra.

Chéan ly nhw bién c6 (Truth as Event)
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Tlr phé phan phwong phép, phén tich tro choi va kinh nghiém nghé thuit, Gadamer di t&i mot luin diém ban
thé hoc: chan ly khong phai 1a mot ddi twong, nhwng 1a mot bién c6 (Ereignis).
Bién c6 nay c6 nhirng dic diém:

n6 khong do cht thé hoan toan lam chu,

né dién ra trong mot tién trinh (nhw Spiel),

va né mang tinh khai mé& (disclosure),

dong thoi c6 kha ning bién d6i ngwoi hiéu.
(' day, triét hoc ctia Gadamer gip lai truc giac nén tang ctia Heidegger: chan ly khong phai la sy diing dn cta
ménh d&, nhung 1a mot hinh thirc khai mé cua hiru thé (unconcealment) — mot diéu xay ra trong lich st
cua su hiéu.
Qua viéc giai cdu tric mé hinh phwong phap, phan biét chin ly v&i tinh ding, va phén tich cac kinh nghiém nhw
tro choi va nghé thuit, Gadamer da thiét lap mot quan niém triét € mai: chan ly khong phai 1a san phdm cua
nhén thirc, nhwng 1a moét bién c6 trong d6 con ngwdi dwoc tham du.

Néu & muc truedece, sw hiéu dwoc dit trong tinh lich st ctia né, thi & diy, chan ly xuat hién nhw diéu xay ra trong
chinh tién trinh dy. Chinh tir diém nay, thong dién hoc vt ra khéi pham vi ctia mdt phwong phép dién giai
dé tré thanh mot ban thé hoc cta chan ly trong Kinh nghiém con ngwdoi — mot bwéc chuyén sé duoc trién
khai ti€p theo trong phan tich vé ngén ngir nhw mai trieong ctia hiru thé.

4. Ngon ngir nhwr méi trirong cia Hiru thé (Language as the Medium of Being)

Néu trong cac phan tich trwdc, chan ly da dwoc xac dinh nhw mét bién c¢é xay ra trong kinh nghiém hiéu, thi cau
hoéi tiép theo mang tinh quyét dinh 1a: bién ¢6 Ay dién ra & dau? CAu tra 1oi ctia Hans-Georg Gadamer khong
phai la trong y thirc chi quan, nhwng trong ngdn ngir. Chinh trong ngén ngir ma chan ly xay ra, dwgc khai mé
va tré nén kha hiru déi véi con nguoi.
Ngon ngir khong phai la cong cu (Language is not an Instrument)
Mot trong nhirng phé phan co ban ciia Gadamer nhim vao quan niém phé bién coi ngdn ngir nhw mét phwong
tién (instrument) dé biéu dat tw twéng da c6 sdn. Theo md hinh nay, tw twéng ton tai doc 1ap, con ngdn ngir chi
la phwong tién truyén tai.
Gadamer dao nguoc hoan toan quan hé nay. Ong cho rang:

khong c6 tw twdng thuan tdy dirng truedc ngén ngi,

khong c6 chi thé hoan toan lam cht ngdn ngit,

va ngdn ngir khong phai 1a mot cong cu nam trong tay con nguoi.
Nguworc lai, con nguwdi luén da & trong ngdn ngit. Ong viét: “Chiing ta khéng phdi la nhitng nguri lam chii ngén
ngir; chinh ngén ngir la diéu bao boc chiing ta.” (“Language is not a tool that we use... rather, we are always
already within language.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 383).
Nhuw vay, ngdn ngir khong phai 1a phwong tién phu tro cho hiéu, nhwng 1a diéu kién cua chinh sw hiéu.
Ngon ngit nhwr méi trweong (Language as Medium / Medium der Verstiandigung)
Tir viéc phé phan mé hinh cong cu, Gadamer phat trién khai niém ngén ngir nhw mot méi trweong (medium)
— tirc1a khong gian trong d6 su hiéu c6 thé xay ra. (O day, “medium” khong chila phwong tién trung gian, nhwng
la khong gian song (living medium) ctia y nghia.
Ong khing dinh: “Moi sw hiéu déu dién ra trong ngén ngir.” (“All understanding takes place in language.”)
(Gadamer, 2004, p. 383). Diéu nay c6 nghia rang:



hiéu khong xdy ra trwdc ngon ngit,

cling khong thé tach khoi ngdn ngr,

nhuwng luén dwgc hinh thanh va trién khai trong cu tric cia ngon ngi.
Ngon ngit, do d6, khong chi 1a phwong tién biéu dat, nhwng 1 méi trwdng trong dé chin ly tré nén kha hiru.
Tinh trung gian va déi thoai (Mediality and Dialogue)
Ban chit “méi treong” cua ngdén ngir dwoc thé hién ré nhit trong d6i thoai (dialogue). Trong ddi thoai, khong
c6 mot chu thé don 1é ndm giit chan ly; thay vao d6, chan ly xuat hién trong tién trinh trao déi, noi ngdén ngir
dong vai trd trung gian.
Gadamer viét: “Ngén ngir la méi trwong trong dé sw hiéu dat téi sw dong thudn.” (“Language is the medium in
which understanding and agreement take place between people.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 385).
(' day, ngdn ngir khong chi ndi két cac chii thé, nhwng con mé ra mot thé gi¢i chung (shared world). Chinh
trong tién trinh nay, chin ly khéng phai la cai dwoc ap dit, nhung la cai dwgrc khai mé trong sw twong tac.
Toan bo phin tich ciia Gadamer dat t&i diém két tinh trong ménh dé noéi tiéng: “Hién hiru cé thé dwoc hiéu la

~

ngon ngr.” (“Being that can be understood is language.”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 474).
Ménh dé nay khong phai 1a mot tuyén bs vé ngdn ngit hoc, nhwng 1a moét khiang dinh ban thé hoc. N6 c6 nghia
rang:

moi su hiéu vé hiru thé déu dién ra trong ngdn ngit,

hiru thé chi tré nén kha hiru doi véi con nguwoi trong sw khai mé ngon ngi,

va khong c6 mot thue tai “c6 thé hi€u” nam ngoai chan troi ngdn ngr.
Néi cach khac, ngdén ngir khong chi 1a méi trwong ciia hiéu, nhwng 1a nei ma hiru thé tw khai mé (self-
disclosure of being).
Tl viéc phé phan quan niém ngén ngir nhw cong cu dén viéc xac dinh ngdén ngir nhw moéi trweong cda hiru thé,
Gadamer da hoan tit budc chuyén tir nhan thirc ludn sang ban thé hoc. Ngén ngir khéng con 1a phwong tién
phu trg cho tw duy, nhwng 1a diéu kién nén tang cia moi sw hiéu va cta chinh kinh nghiém chéan ly.
Néu & muc trudéec, chan ly dwoc hiéu nhu mot bién c6, thi & day, Gadamer cho thiy rang bién c6 4y chi c6 thé
xay ra trong ngon ngir. Chinh trong ngdén ngir ma thé gi¢i tré nén kha hiéu, va trong dé con ngwdi khong chi
dién dat, nhwng con dworc dit vao trong tién trinh khai mé cta hiru thé.

5. ddi thoai va triét hoc thwc tién (Dialogue and Practical Philosophy)

Trong tién trinh phét trién cla thong dién hoc triét hoc, mot chuyén dich nén tang c6 thé dwoc nhan ra: tir viéc
hiéu chan ly nhw mot thuec tai chiém niém sang viéc hi€u nhw mot hanh vi gin lién véi doi séng va hanh dong
cu thé. Chuyén dich nay c6 thé dwoc dién td qua mot truc tw twdng lién két ba diém: ddi thoai noi Plato, sw phan
dinh thuc tién noi Aristotle, va sy 4p dung noi Hans-Georg Gadamer. Ba yéu t6 nay khong phai 1a nhirng khai
niém roi rac, nhwng biéu 16 ba hinh thai khac nhau cta cing mot ciu tric nén tang: hiéu nhw moét praxis, tirc 1a
mot hanh vi thuwc tién mang tinh lién cht thé, lich st va dinh hwéng hanh dong.

Trong cac doi thoai ctia Plato, chan ly khéng xuit hién nhuw mot ndi dung da hoan tit, nhwng nhw moét tién trinh
dwoc khai mé qua su twong tac gitra cac chd thé. Phwong phap Socratic khéng nham truyén dat tri thirc nhw
mot d6i twong, nhing dan ngwoi dbi thoai vao mot chuyén dong tw van, trong d6 cac gia dinh bi thir thach va
cac quan diém dwoc thanh loc. Chinh vi thé, hi€u luén mang hinh thirc cia mét bién cd doi thoai, noi chéan ly
dwoc hinh thanh trong twong quan giita cac chti thé hon 13 ndm s&n trong mot phat biéu. Plato dién ta chiéu
kich nay khi gan triét hoc v&i viéc khao xét doi séng: “Doi séng khéng dworc khdo xét thi khéng ddng séng” (“The
unexamined life is not worth living”) (Apology, 38a). ( day, viéc “khao xét” khéng phai 1a mét thao tac ndi tim
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khép kin, nhwng la mot hanh vi déi thoai, trong d6 hiéu dwec hinh thanh qua sw va cham va chuyén héa cta cac
quan diém. Vi vy, hiéu khéng thé bi gian lwgc thanh sy tiép nhan thu dong, nhwng phai dwgc hiéu nhu sy tham

dw vao mot tién trinh lién chu thé sé6ng dong. —

or knowledge of change

Khi chuyén sang Aristotle, vin dé hiéu dwgc dat trong mét ciu tric phan A&;ﬁ;ﬁ"w PRAXIS

. or principled action
tich tinh vi hon cia ly tri con ngui. Trong Nicomachean Ethics quyén VI, g ‘ 3 Vet
Aristotle phan biét cac dtrc tinh tr{ tué khac nhau, trong dé ba hinh thai ! ST

c6 y nghia quyét dinh déi véi viéc hiéu la epistémeé, techné va phronesis.
Truwédc hét, epistéme 1a tri thirc khoa hoc hwéng dén céi tat yéu va bat
bién; vi thé 6ng khang dinh: “Diéu ma ta biét theo khoa hoc thi khéng thé
khdc di” (“What we know scientifically cannot be otherwise”) (NE V1.3, 1139b18-20). Ti€p dén, techné khong
lién quan dén cai tit yéu, nhung dén viéc san xuat; do dé Aristotle dinh nghia: “Techné la mdt trang thdi ly tri

PHRONESIS
+ o practical reasoning regarding impact
/& of action on the course of change

2 ood

&K«

chdn thwec lién quan dén viéc lam ra” (“Techné is a true rational state concerned with making”) (NE V1.4, 1140a9-
10). Chi trong sw ddi chiéu vé&i hai hinh thai nay, phronésis méi boc 16 tinh chit riéng cia né: khong phai tri
thirc vé cai bat bién nhw epistémeé, cling khong phai k§ nang ché tac nhw techné, nhwng la nang lwc phan dodn
trong lanh viec hanh dong, tirc trong nhirng gi c6 thé khac di. Aristotle viét: “Phronésis lién quan dén hanh ddng...
vé nhirng gi cé thé khdc di” (“Phronesis is concerned with action... about things that can be otherwise”) (NE VL5,
1140b20-22). Sw phan biét ndy mang y nghia nén tang: néu epistémé hwéng dén chan ly phé quat va techné
hwéng dén san pham, thi phronésis hwdng dén viéc quyét dinh diéu nén lam trong mot hoan canh cu thé vi
thién ich ctia doi séng. Hiéu, theo nghia nay, khong con 1a viéc ndm bat mot ndi dung chan ly, cling khong phai
12 vn dung mét ky thuat, nhwng 1a mot hanh vi phan doan gén lién véi trach nhiém va tinh hudng.

Chinh chiéu kich ndy dwgc Hans-Georg Gadamer tiép nhan va trién khai trong thong dién hoc triét hoc. Trong
Truth and Method, 6ng phé phan quan niém cho rang hiéu 1a mot tién trinh tai tao y nghia khach quan cua vin
ban theo mdt phwong phéap khoa hoc. Nguwoc lai, 6ng cho thdy rang hi€u luén 1a mét bién c6 lich st, trong dé
nguwoi hiéu khong thé tach rod khoi truyén thong va hoan canh cia minh. Chinh vi vay, yéu té application khéng
phai la mot bwéc dén sau, nhwng 1a cdu tric ndi tai ctia chinh viéc hiéu. Gadamer viét: “Sw dp dung khéng phdi
la mét hanh vi dén sau... nhwng ddng quy dinh viéc hiéu ngay tir dau” (“Application is not a subsequent act... but
co-determines understanding from the beginning”) (Gadamer, 1960/2004, p. 307). Diéu nay c6 nghia rang hiéu
mot vin ban hay mot truyén théng ludn dong thoi la dat né vao trong tinh hudng hién tai, noi nghia dwoc khai
mé& trong sw gap g& gitra qua khir va hién tai. Hi€u, vi thé, khong phai 1a sw ldp lai, nhwng 1a mot hanh vi séng
dong cua viéc ap dung.

Tir Plato qua Aristotle dén Gadamer, mot dwong hwdéng nhit quan dan dwgc hinh thanh: hiéu khong phai 1a
mot hoat dong nhan thirc thudn tdy, nhwng 1a mot praxis lién chd thé va mang tinh lich st. Déi thoai mé ra
khéng gian noi chan ly xuat hién giita cdc chl thé; sw phan dinh thuc tién clia phronésis cho phép con nguwoi
hanh dong trong nhirng hoan canh cu thé; va application xac nhan rang moi hiéu biét déu da ludn gan lién v&i
viéc 4p dung vao doi séng. Trong 4nh sang nay, thong dién hoc khong con 1a mot ki thuat gidi thich vin ban,
nhung tré thanh mot triét hoc cua doi song hiéu, trong d6 con ngwoi khong chi la ké quan sat chén ly, nhwng 1a
ngudi tham dw vao chan ly qua doi thoai, phan dinh va hanh dong trong mét thé gi¢i luén cé thé khac di.

6. tir thong dién hoc triét hoc dén thong dién hoc phé phan (From Philosophical Hermeneutics to
Critical Hermeneutics)

Néu thong dién hoc triét hoc noi Hans-Georg Gadamer da xac 1ap hi€u nhw mot bién ¢8 mang tinh lich st, trong
d6 truyén thong va chan troi cia ngwoi hiéu hoa nhip vao nhau, thi chinh 14p trwong nay cling déng thoi lam
xudt hién mot van dé nén tang: liéu truyén thong luén 1a méi trweong khai mé chan ly, hay né ciing cé thé tré
thanh noi che giu nhirng hinh thirc théng tri vé hinh? Néu hiéu luén gan véi lich stt, thi 1am thé nao dé phan
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biét gitra su that dwoc truyén dat va nhitng méo mé do y thirc hé gy ra? Chinh tai diém nay, thong dién hoc
budc phai chuyén tir chiéu kich mé ta sang chiéu kich phé phan.

Jirgen Habermas la nguwoi da trién khai mot trong nhirng phé phan c6 anh hwéng siu réng nhat déi véoi
Gadamer. Ong cho rang viéc nhdn manh quéa mirc vao truyén théng cé nguy co 1am suy yéu kha niang phé phan,
bé&i 1€ truyén thong khong phai lic nao ciling la khdng gian trung lap cda chan ly, nhwng thwong xuyén bi cau
tric boi quyén lwe va y thirc hé. Do d6, hiéu khong thé chi la sy hoa nhép vao truyén thong, nhung phai bao
ham kha nidng giai phéng khoi nhirng diéu kién giao ti€p bi bop méo. Trong khuén khé ly thuyét hanh dong giao
tiép, Habermas xac dinh muc dich néi tai cia ngon ngir 1a hwéng téi sw hidu 1an nhau. Ong viét: “Viéc dat téi su
hiéu la muc dich néi tai ctia dién ngén con nguwoi” (“Reaching understanding is the inherent telos of human
speech”) (Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action, 1984, Vol. 1, p. 287). Tuy nhién, sy hiéu nay chi cé
thé dat dwoc mdt cach dich thwce khi cac diéu kién giao ti€p khong bi cwdng ép, nghia la khi cac chu thé co6 thé
tham gia vao déi thoai trong mdt tinh trang tw do va binh d&ng. Vi vay, hiéu khong chi 1a mot bién ¢6 lich st,
nhwng con la mot tién trinh mang tinh chuin mwc, doi hoi phai dwoc dat dwdi tiéu chuln cua ly tinh phé phan.
Sw d6i thoai gitra Gadamer va Habermas 1am 16 rd mdt cing thang nén tang trong thong dién hoc hién dai: mot
bén nhin manh tinh lich st va truyén thong cia hiéu, bén kia nhin manh nhu ciu giadi phéng khéi nhirng rang
budc vb hinh cda chinh truyén thong dy. Chinh trong bdi canh nay, Paul Ricoeur xuat hién nhw mot nhén vat
trung gian, tim cach dung hoa thong dién hoc triét hoc véi chiéu kich phé phan. Ricoeur khong pht nhan rang
hiéu ludén gin véi truyén théng, nhung dng cling khing dinh rang vin ban c6 moét khoang cach ddi véi chu thé,
va chinh khoang cach ndy mé ra kha niang phé phan. Ong phan biét ré giita giai thich va hiéu, trong d6 giai thich
nham phan tich ciu triic ndi tai cia vin ban, con hiéu huéng dén thé giéi ma vin ban mé ra cho ngudi doc. Ong
viét: “Gidi thich quan tdm dén cdu tric ndi tgi ctia van bdn; con hiéu hwéng dén thé gi¢i ma vdan bdn mé ra”
(“Explanation is concerned with the internal relations of the text; understanding is directed toward the kind of
world opened up by the text”) (Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory, 1976, p. 87). Nh& sw phan biét nay, Ricoeur cho
thay rang théng dién hoc khong can phai lwa chon giira truyén théng va phé phan, nhung c6 thé tich hop ca hai:
gidi thich cung cip khoang cach can thiét dé€ phé phan, trong khi hi€u cho phép tai hdi nhdp vin ban vao doi
séng.

Nhuw vay, tir Gadamer qua Habermas dén Ricoeur, thong dién hoc dat dén mdt hinh thitc trvdng thanh, trong
dé6 hiéu khong con bi gidn lwgc thanh sw tham dw vao truyén théng, nhuwng ciing khong bi thu hep thanh mét
thao tac phé phan thuan tiy. Hi€u tré& thanh mot praxis vira gin bo vira gitt khoang cach, vira mé ra cho truyén
thdng vira c6 kha ning dit lai vAn dé truyén thdng. Chinh trong sw cing thang sang tao gitra tinh lich st va tinh
phé phan nay ma thong dién hoc hién dai xac 14p dwoc chiéu sau triét hoc ciia minh, d6ng thoi mé ra kha niang
déi thoai voi cac khoa hoc xa héi, than hoc va cadc nganh nghién ctru lién nganh khac.

IL. RICOEUR: THONG DIEN HOC NHU’ DIEN GIAI VA PHE PHAN (RICOEUR: HERMENEUTICS AS
INTERPRETATION AND CRITIQUE)

1. Vi tri triét hoc va hwéng di riéng (Philosophical Position and Project)

Trong bdi canh triét hoc thé ky XX, Paul Ricoeur xuat hién nhw mdt nd lwc dic biét nham vwot qua sw déi 1ap
gitra hién twong hoc va cdu tric luan, dong thoi tai cdu hinh théng dién hoc nhw mot tién trinh vira dién giai
vira phé phan. Néu hién twong hoc, khéi di tir Edmund Husserl, nhdn manh dén y hwéng tinh cta y thirc va kinh
nghiém song (lived experience), thi ciu tric luin lai tim cach giai thich cic hién twong van héa nhw nhirng hé
thong ky hiéu van hanh theo cic quy luat noi tai, déc 1ap twong d6i voi cha thé. Ricoeur khong chip nhan sw
loai trir 1an nhau gitra hai hwéng tiép cin nay, nhwng thiét 1ap mot mé hinh trung gian, trong dé viéc hiéu ludn
di qua trung gian cuda giai thich.
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Chinh trong vién twong nay, Ricoeur dua ra mot luin diém nén tang: thong dién hoc khéng thé dirng lai & sw
“thudc vé” (belonging) nhw noi Hans-Georg Gadamer, nhung phai bao ham mot yéu té “khoang cach”
(distanciation), nh¢r d6 viéc hiéu c6 thé tré thanh déi twong clia phé phan. Ong viét: “Khodng cdch... la diéu kién
ctia dién gidi” (“Distanciation... is the condition of interpretation”) (Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory, 1976, pp. 43~
45). O day, Ricoeur khong phti nhan tinh lich st ctia hiéu, nhwng nhan manh ring chinh sw tach roi giira vin
ban va y dinh nguyén thiy cua tac gid tao ra mot khong gian trong dé y nghia c6 thé dwgc phan tich, kiém chirng
va tai cdu hinh. Nho vy, hi€u khong con la sw hoa nhip truwc ti€p vao truyén thong, nhwng la mat tién trinh
trong d6 chu thé vira tham dw vira gitr khoang cach phé phan.

Pong thoi, Ricoeur ti€ép nhan tir cdu tric ludn mot doi héi phwong phap luidn khong thé thiéu: van ban phai
dwoc phén tich nhw mét ciu tric trwede khi dwoc hiéu nhw mét thé gidi y nghia. Tuy nhién, 6ng khéng chip
nhan viéc gidn lwoc y nghia vao ciu tric, nhung dit gidi thich vao trong mét tién trinh rong hon ctia hiéu. Ong
khang dinh: “Gidi thich va hiéu khéng logi trir nhau... gidi thich la trung gian cia hiéu” (“Explanation and
understanding are not mutually exclusive... explanation is the mediation of understanding”) (Ricoeur, 1976, pp.
71-72). Nhw vay, thay vi d&i 1ap hai phwong phap, Ricoeur thiét IAp mot vong tron théng dién méi: tir phan tich
cdu truc (explanation) dén viéc tai chiém y nghia trong kinh nghiém (understanding).

Chinh trong sw két hop nady ma dv an triét hoc cia Ricoeur mang moét dic diém riéng: théng dién hoc khong
con 1a mot triét hoc cia sw hiéu ngay tho, nhwng tré thanh mot tién trinh di qua phé phan. Ricoeur dic biét
nhin manh vai tro ctia “nghi ng¢”” nhw mat giai doan cén thiét cua hiéu, diéu ma 6ng khai trién qua déi thoai
véi cac “bac thay cia sw nghi ngd” nhw Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche va Sigmund Freud. Ong viét: “Marx,
Nietzsche, and Freud... the masters of suspicion” (Ricoeur, Freud and Philosophy, 1970, p. 32). Chinh nh¢ giai
doan phé phdn nay ma hiéu khéng dirng lai & bé mat y nghia, nhwng c6 kha nang di sdu vao cac ciu tric an gidu
cda quyeén luc, y chi va vo thirc.

Nhuw vay, vi tri triét hoc cua Ricoeur c6 thé dwgc xac dinh nhw mot nd luc gitr vieng mot cing thing sang tao:
gitra hién twong hoc va cdu truc luan, gitra sw thudc vé va khoang cach, giita dién giai va phé phan. Théng dién
hoc, trong vién twong ndy, khong con 1a mot phwong phap don thuin, nhung 1a mot tién trinh phirc hop trong
d6 chi thé vira m& minh ra cho y nghia vira gitr kha nang phan tinh d6i véi chinh diéu kién cia viéc hiéu. Chinh
trong cdu truc hai chiéu ndy ma Ricoeur di mé ra mot hwdng di maéi cho thong dién hoc hién dai, dong thoi
chuin bi nén tang cho viéc tich hop thong dién hoc v&i cac khoa hoc x4 hoi va ly thuyét phé phan.

2. Tir dién ngon dén van ban (From Discourse to Text)

Mot trong nhirng déng gép quyét dinh cta Paul Ricoeur ddi véi thong dién hoc hién dai 1a viéc chuyén trong
tam tlr “dién ngdn” (discourse) sang “van ban” (text), qua d6 tai xac dinh d6i twong clia viéc hiéu. Néu dién ngdn
12 mot bién c6 ngdn ngir gén lién véi ngudi noi, ngwdi nghe va hoan canh phat ngdn, thi van ban 13 hinh thirc
trong d6 dién ngdn duoc cd dinh va tach khéi tinh huéng nguyén thiy ctia né. Ricoeur viét: “Diéu ma chir viét
cé dinh chinh la dién ngén” (“What writing fixes is discourse”) (Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory, 1976, p. 25).
Chinh sw c¢6 dinh nay 1am cho dién ngén vwrot khdi tinh nhit thoi clia 1oi néi va tré thanh mot déi twong c6 thé
dwoc phan tich, dién giai va tai tiép nhan trong nhirng bdi canh khac nhau.

Sw chuyén d6i ndy dAn dén mot hé qua mang tinh nén tang: tinh tw tri cia vin ban (autonomy of the text).
Khi da tré thanh van ban, dién ngdn khong con 1é thudc truec ti€p vao y dinh clia tac gid hay hoan canh ban dau
cta phat ngén. Nhw Jean Grondin nhén xét, noi Ricoeur, vin ban dat t&i “mot mirc d6 doc 1ap doi véi tac gia va
tinh hudng san sinh cla né” (“a certain autonomy with respect to its author and original situation”) (Grondin,
2003, p. 132). Diéu nay khong c6 nghia 1a phti nhan vai tro cua tac gia, nhwng 1a khang dinh rang y nghia cia
van ban khong bi khéa chit trong y dinh chti quan, ma mé ra cho nhitng kha thé dién giai vwot khoi kiém soat
cla nguwoi viét.
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Chinh trong vién twong ndy, khai niém khoang cach (distanciation) giit vai tro trung tim. Ricoeur khong xem
khoang cach nhw mét tré ngai cin virot qua, nhung nhw diéu kién dé hiéu tré thanh kha thé. Ong viét: “Khodng
cdch... la diéu kién ctia dién gidi” (“Distanciation... is the condition of interpretation”) (Ricoeur, 1976, pp. 43-45).
Khoang cach trwdc hét 1a sy tach roi gitra van ban va tac gia, nhwng dong thoi cling 13 sw tach roi gitra van ban
va nguoi doc trong tinh huéng truwc ti€p. Chinh nho khoang cach nay ma van ban c6 thé tré thanh déi twong
clia phan tich, cho phép cac phwong phap ciu tric dwgc 4p dung ma khong lam mat di chiéu kich dién gidi. Nhw
Richard E. Palmer nhin dinh, Ricoeur di “két hop khodng cach cia phwong phap véi sy tham dw cia hiéu”
(“combines methodological distance with participatory understanding”) (Palmer, 1969, p. 245).

Mot hé qua quan trong khac cua tién trinh nay 1a: van ban tach khoi tac gia. Ricoeur nh4n manh rang viéc hiéu
khoéng con 1a nd lwc tai lap y dinh nguyén thdy, nhwng 12 viéc tiép can “thé gi¢i ciia van ban”. Nhw David Pellauer
gidi thich, doi v&i Ricoeur, van ban “mé ra mot thé gi¢i kha hiru tredc mat nguoi doc, chit khong don thuan
phan anh y dinh cta tac gid” (“opens up a possible world in front of the reader rather than reflecting the
author’s intention”) (Pellauer, 2016, p. 238). Diéu nay danh d4u mot bwdc chuyén cin ban trong théng dién
hoc: tir viéc tim ki€m nguén goc y nghia sang viéc kham phé kha thé y nghia.

Nhuw vay, bu¢c chuyén tir dién ngdn sang van ban khong chi 1a mot thay ddi vé déi twong, nhung 1a mot bién
d6i vé toan bo ciu tric clia viéc hiéu. D6i twong ctia thong dién hoc khong con 1a chi thé néi, nhung 1a vin ban
nhuw mot ciu tric y nghia ddc 14p, vira cho phép phan tich khach quan vira mé ra cho dién giai. Chinh tai diém
nay, nhu Jean Grondin nhan dinh, Ricoeur di tao ra mot “téng hop doc ddo giira thong dién hoc va phan tich
ciu truc” (“a unique synthesis of hermeneutics and structural analysis”) (Grondin, 2011, p. 104). Nh& d6, thong
dién hoc khong con bi gi¢i han trong sw hoa nhap vao truyén théng, nhung tré thanh mét tién trinh trong dé
hiéu ludn di qua khodng cach, qua phéan tich va qua viéc tai chiém y nghia trong hanh vi doc.

3. Khoang cach va diéu Kién ctia sy hiéu (Distanciation as a Condition of Understanding)

Trong thong dién hoc ciia Paul Ricoeur, khai niém “khoang cach” (distanciation) danh ddu mét buéc chuyén
quan trong: khoang cach khéng con bi hi€u nhw mot tré ngai doi véi sy hiéu, nhwng nhw diéu kién noi tai cta
chinh tién trinh dién gidi. Sw chuyé&n ddi nay gan lién v&i ban chit cia vin ban, von phét sinh tir viéc ¢6 dinh
dién ngodn trong chit viét. Chinh tai diém nay, Ricoeur nhan manh rang: “What writing fixes is discourse” (“Diéu
ma chir viét c6 dinh chinh la dién ngén”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 25). Nh& sw ¢6 dinh nay, dién ngdn dwoc gidi phong
khoi tinh nht thoi cda 1o noéi va tré thanh mot ddi twong cé thé dwoc doc va phén tich trong nhirng béi canh
khac nhau.

Tl day, Ricoeur trién khai mdt hé qua triét hoc siu xa hon: khi van ban tach khoi y dinh cta tac gia, né mé ra
mot khong gian y nghia virot khéi ngudn goc clia né. Ong viét: “The text’s career escapes the finite horizon lived
by its author” (“Hanh trinh ctia vdn bdn vwot khéi chdn trod hivu han ma tdc gid dd séng”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 30).
Chinh sy “vwot thoat” nay tao nén khoang cach giira van ban va tac gia, dong thoi cho phép van ban dwoc tiép
can nhw mot thwe thé doc 14p. Nhw vay, khodng cach khong lam mét di y nghia, nhwng 1a diéu kién dé y nghia
c6 thé dwoc m& rong va tai cdu hinh.

Trong vién twong ndy, Ricoeur di dén mot khing dinh mang tinh nguyén ly: “Distanciation is not a
methodological problem to be overcome, but the very condition of interpretation” (“Khodng cdch khéng phdi la
mét vdn dé phwong phdp cdn vieot qua, nhung la chinh diéu kién ctia dién gidi”) (Ricoeur, 1976, pp. 43-44). Nho
khodng cach, van ban c6 thé tré thanh déi twong cia phén tich, va viéc hiéu cé thé mang tinh phan tinh thay vi
chila sw dé6ng cam truc tiép. Khodng cach, do d6, khong pha vér sy hiéu, nhwng lam cho sw hiéu tré nén kha hiru
trong mot hinh thirc c6 y thirc va c6 thé kiém chirng.

Chinh tai diém nay ma sw khac biét gitra Ricoeur va Hans-Georg Gadamer tr& nén ré rang. Néu Gadamer nhin

MA

manh dén su “thudc vé&” ctia chi thé trong truyén thong va xem hiéu nhw mét sw hoa nhép cia cac chan troi,
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thi Ricoeur cho rang cach tiép cin nay cin duoc bd sung bang mot yéu td khodng cadch nham bao dam chiéu
kich phé phan ctia viéc hiéu. Nhu Jean Grondin nhan dinh, Ricoeur da dwa vao théng dién hoc mot yéu t6 khoang
cach cho phép tranh viéc dong nhit hiéu véi sy thudc vé thuian tiy (Grondin, 2011, p. 106). Twong tw, Richard
E. Palmer cho thdy Ricoeur két hop gitra khodng cdch phwong phap va sw tham dw ctia chi thé, qua dé moé ra
mot mo hinh théng dién hoc vira mang tinh phan tich vira mang tinh hién sinh (Palmer, 1969, p. 245).

Nhuw vy, trong ciu tric tw twdng cta Ricoeur, khoang cach khong déi 1ap véi hiéu, nhwng 1a diéu kién ndi tai
cda chinh viéc hiéu. Nh¢ khoang cach, vin ban c6 thé néi nhiéu hon diéu ma tac giad da dw dinh, va nguoi doc
c6 thé ti€p can y nghia nhw mdt kha thé mé. Hiéuy, vi thé, khong con 1a sw tré vé véi ngudn goc, nhwng 1a méot
tién trinh trong d6 y nghia dwoc khai mé qua sw tach roi, qua phén tich va qua viéc tai chiém trong kinh nghiém
clia ngwoi doc. Chinh trong sw cing thang gitra tham dw va khoang céch, giita thudc vé va phé phan, ma thong
dién hoc cta Ricoeur dat téi hinh thirc trvdng thanh ctia né.

4. Giai thich va sy hiéu (Explanation and Understanding)

Mot trong nhirng déng gép trung tAm ctia Paul Ricoeur 1a viéc tdi cdu tric moi quan hé gitra gidi thich
(explanation) va sw hiéu (understanding), von truwedc d6 thuwong bi dit trong thé doi lap. Trong truyén thong
thong dién hoc c6 dién, dic biét noi Wilhelm Dilthey, sw hi€u dwoc xem 12 phwong phap dic tha cta khoa hoc
tinh than, ddi 14p vai gidi thich vén thudc vé khoa hoc tw nhién. Ricoeur cho rang sw phan déi nay can dwoc
vrot qua bang mot mo hinh trong d6 hai yéu t6 nay dwoc dit trong mot tién trinh théng nhit.

Chinh trong vién twong nay, Ricoeur viét mét cach ro rang: “Explanation and understanding are not mutually
exclusive but are related dialectically” (“Gidi thich va hiéu khéng loai trir nhau nhwng lién hé véi nhau trong mét
quan hé bién chitng”) (Ricoeur, Interpretation Theory, 1976, p. 71). Cau khang dinh nay dit nén tang cho toan
bd dw 4n thong dién hoc clia 6ng: giai thich khong con bi xem 1a d6i 1ap véi hiéu, nhwng 1a moét buéc di can thiét
trong chinh tién trinh hiéu.

Ricoeur tiép tuc lam ré vai tro trung gian cua giai thich khi 6ng viét: “Explanation is the necessary mediation of
understanding” (“Gidi thich la trung gian cdn thiét ctia sw hiéu”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 74). ¢ day, giai thich khong
phai 1a mot thao tac thuan tiy khach quan tach roi khoi chia thé, nhwng la giai doan trong dé van ban dwoc
phén tich nhw mot ciu tric, qua d6 chuln bi cho viéc tai chiém y nghia trong kinh nghiém cta nguwoi doc. Nho
do, sw hi€u khong con 1a mot trwe giac tire thod, nhwng la két qua cia mot tién trinh di qua phén tich.

Anh hwéng cla cdu triic luan trong mé hinh nay 1a ré rang: Ricoeur chdp nhan ring vin ban phai dwoc phan
tich nhw mot hé théng ky hiéu tredc khi dwoce hiéu nhw mot thé gidi y nghia. Tuy nhién, 6ng khong dirng lai &
cap dd cAu tric, nhwng dat phan tich vao trong mot tién trinh rong hon cta dién gidi. Nhw vay, dng vira tiép
nhan yéu ciu khach quan cda c4u tric luan, vira viot qua né bang cach tai dinh vi y nghia trong kinh nghiém
s6éng cua chu thé.

So v&i Wilhelm Dilthey, Ricoeur khong duy tri sw phan biét cirng gitra giai thich va hiéu, nhwng dit ching trong
mot quan hé nang déng. So v&i cau tric ludn, 6ng khong gian lwgc y nghia vao ciu tric, nhwng xem ciu tric
nhw mot giai doan trung gian. Nhw Jean Grondin nhén dinh, Ricoeur da tai ciu triic mo6i quan hé gitra gidi thich
va hiéu bang cach dit ching trong mot tién trinh théng nhat (Grondin, 2011, p. 104).

Nhuw vy, trong thong dién hoc clia Ricoeur, hi€u khong con 1a mot hanh vi truc tiép, nhung 1a két qua ciia mot
tién trinh trung gian: tir phén tich ciu tric dén viéc tai chiém y nghia. Chinh trong sw vin dong nay ma thong
dién hoc dat téi mot hinh thirc tredng thanh, dong thoi mé ra kha nang ddi thoai véi ngdn ngir hoc, ky hiéu hoc
va cac khoa hoc xa hoi hién dai.
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5. Biéu twong va chiéu siu cta nghia (Symbol and the Depth of Meaning)

Trong tién trinh trién khai thong dién hoc cia Paul Ricoeur, khai niém biéu twgng (symbol) gitt mot vi tri dic
biét, b&i né ddnh ddu mot bwédc chuyén tir viéc hiéu nhw sy tham dw vao truyén thong sang viéc hiéu nhw mot
tién trinh dién giai cac ciu truc nghia gian tiép va da ting. Néu noi Gadamer, ngdn ngit duwgc hiéu nhw moi
trwong trong do6 chan ly xay ra, thi noi Ricoeur, biéu twong cho thdy rang nghia khong bao gio hién dién truc
tiép, nhwng ludén dworc trung gian qua nhitng hinh thirc dién dat doi héi phai dwec gii thich. Chinh vi vay, biéu
twong khéng phai la mot yéu té phu thudc cia ngdén ngir, nhwng la mot ciu tric nén tang cia kinh nghiém hiéu,
ddc biét trong cac linh vic tén gido, dao dirc va huyén thoai.

Ricoeur dinh nghia biéu twgng nhw mét ciu tric nghia kép, trong d6 mot nghia truwc tiép, theo nghia den, dong
thoi chi dén mot nghia khéc gidn tiép, thir cdp va mang tinh hinh twong: “Biéu twong la mt cdu triic nghia trong
dé mot nghia tryec tiép, nguyén so, theo nghia den, chi dén mét nghia khdc gidn tiép, thir cdp va mang tinh dn du”
(“The symbol is a structure of meaning in which a direct, primary, literal meaning designates another meaning
which is indirect, secondary, and figurative”) (Ricoeur, 1970, p. 13). Chinh ciu trdc hai ting nay lam cho biéu
twong khac biét can ban véi ddu hiéu don gidn (sign): néu diu hiéu chi quy chiéu mét cach trwc ti€p dén déi
twong, thi biéu twong mé& ra mot chiéu sdu nghia ma khong thé dwoc ndm bat ngay 14p tirc. Nghia cta biéu
twong vi thé khong phai 1a mot ndi dung c6 san, nhung 12 mot kha thé cin dwoc khai mé qua dién giai.

Tir day, Ricoeur dwa ra mét trong nhitng luan dé ndi tiéng va c6 4nh huéng siu rong nhit cta thong dién hoc
hién dai: “Biéu twong lam phat sinh tw duy” (“The symbol gives rise to thought”) (Ricoeur, 1967, p. 347) . Ménh
dé nay dao ngwoc quan niém truyén théng theo dé tw duy dwoc xem nhw nguén goc ctia y nghia. Ngworc lai,
Ricoeur cho rang chinh nhitng hinh thitc biéu twgng so khéi ctia kinh nghiém - nhw huyén thoai, nghi 1€ hay
cac biéu twong ton gido - mai 1a diéu khoi diy va dinh hwdng tw duy triét hoc. Piéu nay cé nghia rang tw duy
khoéng bit dau tir nhitng khai niém thuén tiy, nhung tir nhirng ciu tric nghia da dwoc biéu twong hda, von ludn
vwrot qua sw ndm bat truc ti€p cda y thirc. Chinh vi thé, nhiém vu caa triét hoc khong phai 12 tao ra y nghia tir
hu vo, nhwng 1a dién giai nhirng chiéu sdu nghia da dwgc ham chira trong biéu twong.

Chiéu kich nay tré& nén dic biét ré rang trong phan tich ctia Ricoeur vé cac biéu twong cla sw dir trong The
Symbolism of Evil. Ong cho thay ring nhitng biéu twong nhu “vét nho”, “ti 16i” hay “mic cdm” khéng don thuin
la nhitng hinh 4nh ngdn ngit, nhwng la nhitng hinh thirc nguyén so trong d6 kinh nghiém dao dirc ctia con nguwoi
dwoc dién dat trwdre khi dwoc khai niém hoa. Theo do, biéu twong khong chi phan anh kinh nghiém, nhung con
cau hinh kinh nghiém, bang cach m& ra mot khong gian nghia trong d6 con ngwdi c6 thé hiéu chinh minh. Nhw
Ricoeur nhan dinh, cac biéu twong nguyén so khong khép kin trong chinh ching, nhung din t&i nhitng hinh
thtrc dién dat phirc tap hon, dic biét 1a huyén thoai nhuw mot dién ngon cé ciu tric ké lai kinh nghiém nhan sinh
trong mot hinh thtrc c6 thé dwoc dién giai (Ricoeur, 1967, pp. 151-161).

T goc nhin ndy, biéu twong tit yéu dan dén tinh da nghia (polysemy) va do d6 mé& ra kha niang ctia nhiéu cach
dién giai khac nhau. Chinh diéu nay dwa Ricoeur dén véi khai niém “xung ddt ctia cac dién giai” (conflict of
interpretations), trong dé biéu twong cé thé vira 1a noi mac khai y nghia, vira 1a noi che gidu hoac bép méo y
nghia. Mot mit, cdc truyén théng ton gido va hién sinh xem biéu twgng nhw mdt con dwong dan téi chiu sau
cua chan ly; mat khéc, cac nha tw twdng nhw Marx, Nietzsche va Freud lai doc biéu twong nhw nhirng hinh thic
che gidu ctia y thirc hé, do twdng hay vo thirc. Ricoeur khong loai trir mét trong hai hwéng nay, nhwng tim cach
dung hoa chiing bang cach cho thiy rang dién giai vira mang tinh phé phan vira mang tinh kién tao: né vira giai
cdu truc nhirng 1&p nghia bé mat, vira tai cdu hinh mot chiéu sdu nghia méi.

Nhuw vay, khai niém biéu twong cho phép Ricoeur mé rong thong dién hoc vwot ra khéi mé hinh déi thoai cua
Gadamer, bang cach nh4n manh tinh trung gian va khoang cach ctia nghia. Néu noi Gadamer, hiéu dién ra trong
sw dung hop chin troi gitra truyén théng va hién tai, thi noi Ricoeur, hiéu luén di qua mdt con dwong gian tiép,
trong d6 biéu twong déng vai tro nhw mat trung gian khong thé gian lwgc. Chinh nhé trung gian nay ma thong
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dién hoc c6 thé ddng thoi duy tri sw gan b6 véi truyén thong va mé ra kha ning phé phan, béi nghia khéng bao
gitr hoan toan dong nhat véi mot hién dién truc tiép, nhung ludn doi héi mot tién trinh dién giai lién tuc.

6. Biéu twong va an du (Symbol and Metaphor)

Néu biéu twong (symbol) noi Ricoeur da dwoc xac dinh nhw ciu tric mé ra chiéu sau cua nghia va khoi day
tién trinh tw duy, thi 4n du (metaphor) danh ddu mot bwéc phat trién tiép theo, trong dé nghia khong chi dwoc
kham ph4 ma con dwoc sén sinh trong chinh dién ngdn. Noi cach khac, néu biéu twong goi mé& mot chiéu sau
nghia da c6, thi 4n du la noi nghia m&i xuit hién qua mét sw tai cdu hinh ngir nghia trong ngoén ngi. Chinh vi
vy, tir biéu twong dén 4n dy, thong dién hoc Ricoeur chuyén tir mé hinh khai mé& nghia sang mé hinh san sinh
nghia trong dién ngén.

Trong The Rule of Metaphor, Ricoeur phé phan cach hiéu c6 dién coi 4n du nhw moét sy thay thé tir ngir don
thuan (substitution theory), tirc 1a viéc dung mot tir ndy thay cho mét tir khac dwa trén sw twong dong. Ngwoc
lai, 6ng cho rang 4n du khong hoat dong & cip do tir riéng 1é, nhung & cdp d6 ménh dé (statement hodc
discourse), noi né tao ra mot “sw cang thang ngir nghia” (semantic tension) gitra nghia den va nghia 4n du.
Chinh sw cing thang nay 1am phat sinh mdt nghia méi, khong thé quy gian vé nghia den ban dau. Ricoeur viét:
“An du la viéc quy thuéc mot cdch ‘khdng thich ddang’ (impertinent predication), nhung chinh sw khéng thich ddng
nay lai tao ra nghia mai” (“Metaphor consists in the impertinent predication... which produces a new meaning”)
(Ricoeur, 1975, pp. 7-8).

DPiém then chét trong phan tich nay 1a viéc Ricoeur hi€u 4n du nhw mot hanh vi tai mé ta thwe tai (redescription
of reality). Khi mdt phat biéu 4n du dwoc phat biéu, né khong chi lam phong phd ngdén ngit, nhwng con mé ra
mot cdch nhin mai vé thé gidi. Chinh vi thé, 4n du khéng phai 1a mot trang sirc tu tlr, nhwng 1a mét hanh vi nhan
thirc. Ricoeur nhan manh: “An du khéng chi néi khdc di, nhung lam cho chiing ta thdy khdc di” (“Metaphor-...
redescribes reality”) (Ricoeur, 1975, p. 6; cf. p. 247).

Tl gbc nhin nay, méi twong quan giira biéu twong va 4n du tré nén rd rang hon. Néu biéu twong 1a hinh thirc
dién dat trong d6 mot nghia trwc ti€p chi dé€n mot nghia gian tiép, thi 4n du 1a tién trinh trong d6 nghia gian
tiép 4y dwoc trién khai trong dién ngdn va tré thanh mot ciu tric nghia méi. Chinh vi vay, 4n du c6 thé dwoc
hi€u nhw hinh thirc dong cta biéu twong trong ngdn ngir: né khéng chi bao ton chiéu sdu nghia, nhwng con lam
cho chiéu sau 4y tré nén kha dién dat va kha hiéu.

Diéu nay néi két truc ti€p védi ludn dé nén tang cla Ricoeur: “Biéu twong lam phdt sinh tw duy” (“The symbol
gives rise to thought”) (Ricoeur, 1967, p. 347) , b&i chinh trong 4n du ma tw duy nay dat t&i hinh thirc ngon ngir
cua né. Néu biéu twong khoi diy tw duy, thi 4n du 1a noi tw duy 4y dwoc trién khai, thir nghiém va sang tao
trong dién ngon.

Hé qua triét hoc ctia 1ap trworng ndy 1a mot sw tai dinh nghia sau sic vé ngdn ngit: ngdén ngir khong chila phwong
tién biéu dat nghia, nhwng la noi nghia dwgc hinh thanh trong chinh hanh vi néi. Piéu nay cho phép Ricoeur
ding & vi tri trung gian gitra cu tric luin va hién twong hoc: dng chdp nhan phan tich ciu tric ngén ngi,
nhung dong thoi khang dinh rang nghia khong bi dong kin trong ciu tric, ma luén dwgc tai cdu hinh qua céc
bién c6 ngdn ngit nhw 4n du. Nhw vay, thong dién hoc khong chi 1a viéc giai thich cai da c6, nhung 1a viéc theo
doi tién trinh trong dé ngdn ngir lién tuc mé ra nhirng kha thé maéi cta y nghia.
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7. Ty sw va cdn tinh (Narrative and Identity)

Néu biéu twong mé ra chiu sau cia nghia va 4n du cho thiy kha ning san sinh nghia trong dién ngon, thi noi
Paul Ricoeur, tw su (narrative) danh ddu mot buéc phét trién quyét dinh, trong d6 nghia khéng chi dwoc dién
giai hay tai cdu hinh, nhwng con tré thanh nén tang cho viéc hiéu chinh con ngwoi. Chinh trong tw sw ma thong
dién hoc dat t&i mot chiéu kich nhan hoc, noi vAn dé ngdén ngir va van dé ban than (self) gdp nhau. N6i cach
khéc, néu biéu twong va 4n du cho thay cach nghia vin hanh trong ngoén ngit, thi tw sw cho thiy cach nghia ciu
hinh d&i s6ng con ngwoi trong thoi gian.

Ricoeur trién khai lap truedng nay mot cach hé thong trong bo ba Time and Narrative, noi 6ng tim cach n6i két
gitra kinh nghiém thoi gian va c4u tric tw sw. Xuit phat tlr trwc gidc ciia Augustine vé tinh cing thang cta thoi
gian noi tAm, va tlr phan tich cla Aristotle vé c4u tric cdt truyén (muthos), Ricoeur cho thdy rang thi gian chi
tré nén kha hiéu khi dwoc cdu hinh dwéi hinh thirc tw sw. Ong viét: “Thoi gian tré nén thoi gian ciia con ngudi
trong chirng muc né dwoc dién dat theo phwong thirc ctia mot tw su” (“Time becomes human time to the extent
that it is articulated through a narrative mode”) (Ricoeur, 1984, p. 52). Ludn dé nay mang y nghia nén tang: tw
sw khong chi ké lai cac bién c6, nhwng t6 chirc kinh nghiém thoi gian thanh mét hinh thirc c6 nghia.

Chinh trong vién twong nay, Ricoeur phat trién khai niém “cin tinh tw su” (narrative identity), nham vuot qua
déi 1ap co dién gitra mot ban nga bit bién va mét ban nga phidn manh. Theo 6ng, ban thin con nguwdi khdng phai
12 mot thwe thé ¢d dinh c6 thé dwge ndm bat truc tiép, nhwng 1a mot tién trinh tw hiéu dwoc trung gian qua cac
cau chuyén ma con nguwdi ké vé chinh minh. Trong Oneself as Another, dng khang dinh: “Cdn tinh ctia con nguwoi...
chi ¢6 thé dwoc hiéu nhw mot cdn tinh tw su” (“Personal identity... can be understood only as narrative identity”)
(Ricoeur, 1992, p. 147). Diéu nay c6 nghia rang ban thian khong ton tai nhw mot dit kién tirc thoi, nhung dwoc
hinh thanh trong mét tién trinh ké, dién giai va tai dién giai lién tuc.

P& lam ro ciu truc nay, Ricoeur phén biét gitra hai chiéu kich can badn cua cin tinh: idem (sameness) va ipse
(selfhood). Idem chi sw dong nhat ciia mot hiru thé qua thoi gian, tirc 1a nhirng dic diém twong doi 6n dinh cho
phép nhan dién mot con ngwoi nhw cing mot ca thé; trong khi do, ipse khong quy vé sw 6n dinh cia dac diém,
nhwng vé kha nang duy tri chinh minh trong hanh dong, dac biét trong viéc giir 1&i va chiu trach nhiém. Ricoeur
viét: “Tinh tw thdn (ipse) khdong phdi la sw ddng nhdt... nhwng dwoc biéu 10 trong viéc giir loi hiva” (“Selfhood
(ipse) is not sameness... it is attested in keeping one’s word”) (Ricoeur, 1992, pp. 123-124). Nhu vdy, can tinh
con nguwoi khong thé dwec hiéu chi nhw sw lién tuc cta cac thudc tinh, nhwng nhw mét sw trung thanh xuyén
thoi gian trong 1&i n6éi va hanh dong.

Chinh tw sw déng vai tro trung gian néi két hai chiéu kich nay. Nho tw sw, doi séng con ngwoi dwoc cdu hinh
nhu mét toan thé co6 y nghia, trong do6 s lién tuc khong phai 1a bat bién, nhwng 1a mot hinh thirc nhat quan
duoc kién tao qua dién gidi. Do d6, can tinh khong phai la mot ban chit c6 sdn, nhwng 1a mot nhiém vu luén mé,
mot tién trinh trong dé con ngwdi khong ngirng tai cdu hinh chinh minh qua viéc ké lai doi sOng cia minh. Tw
sw, vi thé, khéng chi phan anh cén tinh, nhwng gép phan tao nén cén tinh.

Vai tro clia tw sw cang tré nén ré rang khi dat trong twong quan véi hanh ddng va dao dire. Boi 1€, viéc k€ lai
mot doi séng ludn bao ham viéc danh gia, lwa chon va sip xé&p cac bién cd theo mot trat tw cd y nghia; do do, tw
sw mang mot chiéu kich chufn tac. Con ngudi hi€u minh qua nhitng cAu chuyén minh ké, nhung dong thoi cling
dinh hwdng hanh dong clia minh theo nhirng cAu chuyén dy. Chinh vi vy, hi€u chinh minh khong thé tach roi
khéi viéc danh gia doi s6ng minh, va cin tinh tw sw luén gén lién véi trach nhiém dao dirc.

Hon nira, tw sw con mé ra chiéu Kich lién chi thé cda cin tinh. Cac cAu chuyén khong bao gior dwoc ké trong sw
c6 14p hoan toan, nhung ludn dién ra trong mot khong gian ngdn ngir va vin héa chung. Do dé, cin tinh tw sw
khong phai 1a san phdm thuin tdy chi quan, nhwng dwoc hinh thanh trong twong quan véi ngwdi khac va véi
truyén thdng. O’ diém nay, Ricoeur néi lai tric giac ctia Gadamer vé tinh lich sir cia sw hiéu, nhing dong thoi
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bd sung yéu td trung gian cla vin ban va tw sw: ban thin cé thé dwoc hiéu nhw moét “van ban” mé, luén cho
duoc doc, dién giai va tai dién giai.

Tir tat cd nhirng phan tich trén, c6 thé thdy ring tw sw déng vai tro nhw diém hoi tu clia toan bo théng dién hoc
Ricoeur. Néu biéu twong khoi diy tw duy va 4n du san sinh nghia, thi tw sy t6 chirc nghia 4y thanh mot hinh
thirc c6 kha ndng c4u hinh doi s6ng con ngwoi trong thoi gian. Nher d6, thong dién hoc khong chi dirng lai & viéc
giai thich vin ban, nhuwng m& rong thanh mot triét hoc vé con ngudi nhw mot hiru thé tw dién giai, trong dé cin
tinh khong phai 1a mot dir kién tinh, nhwng 1a mot tién trinh séng dong cta viéc gitr minh trong l&i néi, trong
hanh déng va trong thoi gian.

8. Dién giai va phé phan (Interpretation and Critique)

Néu biéu twong khoi diy tw duy, 4n du san sinh nghia va tw sw ciu hinh cin tinh trong thoi gian, thi noi Paul
Ricoeur, thong dién hoc dat t&i mot bwéc trién khai quyét dinh khi dwoc dit trong twong quan véi phé phan. O
day, dién giai (interpretation) khéng con dwgc hiéu nhw mot hanh vi phuc héi nghia thuan tiy, nhwng nhw mot
tién trinh luén phai di qua sw nghi van, gidi ciu tric va kiém chirng. Chinh trong cing thing giita hiéu va phé
phan ma thong dién hoc Ricoeur xac 1ap vi thé dic thu cia minh trong triét hoc hién dai.

Xu4t phat diém cua Ricoeur 1a nhan thirc rang truyén théng théng dién hoc, dic biét noi Hans-Georg Gadamer,
da nhin manh ddng dan tinh lich st va tinh truyén théng ctia sw hiéu, nhwng c6 nguy co danh gia thap vai tro
clia phé phan. D& khic phuc giéi han ndy, Ricoeur dé xuit mot sw phan doi noi tai ciia thong dién hoc. Trong
Freud and Philosophy, dng viét: “Théng dién hoc, theo t6i, bi phdn chia gitta mét thong dién hoc ctia sw nghi ngor
va mot théng dién hoc cia sw phuc hoi” (“Hermeneutics seems to me to be split between a hermeneutics of
suspicion and a hermeneutics of restoration”) (Ricoeur, 1970, p. 27). Cau ndi nay khéng chi mang tinh mo t3,
nhwng xac dinh mét nhiém vu phwong phap luin: hiéu luén phai di qua mot tién trinh kép, vira gidi ma vira phé
phéan.

Thoéng dién hoc clia sw nghi ngdr (hermeneutics of suspicion) dwoc Ricoeur gan v&i ba “bac thay ctia nghi ngo”:
Karl Marx, Friedrich Nietzsche va Sigmund Freud. Piém chung ctia ho 1a dat van dé vé tinh minh bach cda y
thirc va ciia ngdn ngit: nhirng gi con nguwdi noéi ra khéng bao gir don gian trung khit véi y nghia thwe cia no,
nhung ludn bi chi phéi béi cac luc 4n gidu nhw quyén luec, y chi hay vo thirc. Trong vién twong nay, dién giai trér
thanh mot tién trinh “giai 40” (demystification), nhdm vach tran nhirng ting nghia bi che gidu phia sau bé mat
clia vin ban hay dién ngdn. Nhw Ricoeur nhan dinh, Freud da mé ra mot con dwong trong do viéc giai thich
khong con dirng & nghia hién 19, nhwng di sdu vao nhirng ciu tric vo thirc san sinh nghia (Ricoeur, 1970, pp.
32-36).

Tuy nhién, Ricoeur khong dirng lai & m6 hinh nghi ng¢r. Néu chi dirng & d6, thong dién hoc sé tw triét tiéu kha
ning hiéu, béi moi nghia déu bi nghi van vo6 han. Chinh vi vay, 6ng khdng dinh sw cin thiét cia mot thong dién
hoc ctia sw phuc hdi (hermeneutics of restoration), trong dé dién gidi nham tai chiém lai nghia, khoéi phuc kha
ning hiéu va mé ra chan ly ctia vin ban. O day, Ricoeur néi lai truyén thong ctia théng dién hoc c¢d dién va hién
twong hoc, noi ngdn ngit khong chi che gidu, nhung con mic khai (disclosure). Do d6, dién gidi khong chi 1a giai
c4u truc, nhwng con 1a mot hanh vi 1ang nghe va dén nhan nghia.

Diém ddc dao ctia Ricoeur nam & chd 6ng khong chon mét trong hai mé hinh nay, nhwng giir chiing trong mot
cang thang sang tao. Thong dién hoc, vi thé, khong phai 1a mét phwong phap don tuyén, nhwng 1a mét tién trinh
hai chiéu: vira nghi ng& vira tin twdng, vira phé phan vira phuc hoi. Ricoeur khong phi nhén sw can thiét cta
nghi ngo, nhwng dng ciing tlr choi viéc tuyét d6i hdéa nd. Ngwoce lai, 6ng dé xuidt mot 16 trinh trong dé nghi nge
tré thanh diéu kién dé dat téi mot sw hiéu sdu hon. Nhw 6ng nhdn manh, phé phan khéng phai la diém két thic
ctia dién giai, nhung 12 mot giai doan trong tién trinh dan dén viéc tai chiém nghia.
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Chinh trong vién twong nay, Ricoeur cé thé dwoc hi€u nhw mot nd luc hoa gidi gitta thong dién hoc triét hoc va
ly thuyét phé phan. Ong tiép nhan truc gidc cia Gadamer vé tinh lich st ctia sw hiéu, nhuwng déng thoi mé ra
mot chiéu kich phé phan cho théng dién hoc, chuin bi cho ddi thoai véi Jiirgen Habermas va truyén théng ly
thuyét phé phan. Nho d6, thong dién hoc khéng con bi gi¢i han trong viéc giai thich van ban, nhung tré thanh
mot suy tw vé diéu kién cta hiéu trong mot thé gi¢i ludn bi chi phéi béi cac cdu tric quyén lyc va y nghia an
gidu.

Tir tat cd nhirng phan tich trén, c6 thé két luan rang noi Ricoeur, dién giai va phé phan khéng loai trir nhau,
nhung quy dinh 14n nhau. Hiéu khong phai 1a mot hanh vi tric ti€p ndm bat nghia, nhwng 1a mot tién trinh di
qua nghi ngdr dé€ dat t&i mot sw phuc hoi cé y thirc. Chinh vi vay, thong dién hoc, trong hinh thitc tredng thanh
cta né, khong chi la nghé thuit hiéu, nhwng 1a mét thwc hanh tw duy trong d6 con nguwoi hoc cach vira giai ma
nhirng 4o twdng cia minh, vira tai chiém kha nang hiéu va song trong chén ly ctia nghia.

111. POI CHIEU TRIET HQC: GADAMER - RICOEUR (PHILOSOPHICAL COMPARISON)
1. Piém hdi tu (Convergences)

Mic du trién khai thong dién hoc theo nhitng hwéng khac nhau, Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul Ricoeur héi tu
trén ba diém nén tang mang tinh quyét dinh déi voi triét hoc vé sy hiéu. Trudc hét, ca hai cing phé phan mé
hinh thwc chirng (positivism), theo dé hiéu dwgc quan niém nhw mét hanh vi tai hién khach quan mét nghia c6
san, doc 1ap voi chu thé. Trai lai, ho khiang dinh rang hi€éu khong phai 12 sw phan anh (representation), nhung
12 mot tién trinh mang tinh dién giai. Nhw Ricoeur viét: “Dién gidi la cdng viéc cta tw duy nham gidi ma nghia
dn trong nghia hién 10” (“Interpretation is the work of thought which consists in deciphering the hidden meaning
in the apparent meaning”) (Ricoeur, 1970, pp. 13-14).

Th hai, ca hai déu xac 14p tinh trung tim cta ngdén ngir nhw diéu kién kha thé cta hiéu. Gadamer phat biéu
mot cach triét dé: “Hién hiu cé thé dwoc hiéu la ngén nge” (“Being that can be understood is language”)
(Gadamer, 2004, p. 474), qua d6 cho thiy rang moi kinh nghiém hiéu déu dién ra trong chan troi ngdn ngi.
Ricoeur, tir mot hwéng khac, cling nhan manh rang khong c6 hiéu nao nam ngoai cac hinh thirc dién ngdn, dic
biét 1a van ban: “Dién ngén dwoc cé dinh thanh vdn bdn” (“Discourse is fixed by writing”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 25).
Nhuw véy, ca hai déu tir ch6i quan niém coi ngén ngir nhw mot céng cu phu thudc, va thay vao dé xem n6 nhw
mobi treong nén tang trong dé nghia dwoc hinh thanh.

Thir ba, cd Gadamer va Ricoeur déu khang dinh tinh htru han va khong tuyét ddi ctia hiéu. D8i véi Gadamer,
hiéu ludn bi quy dinh béi chan troi lich sir cia chi thé va chi ¢6 thé dién ra nhw mot sw hoa nhap chan troi. Nhw
ong viét: “Sw hoa nhdp chdn troi... khdng phdi la sw x6a bé khodng cdch, nhwng la sw hinh thanh mét chdn troi
chung” (“The fusion of horizons... is not the obliteration of difference, but the formation of a new horizon”)
(Gadamer, 2004, pp. 305-306). Ddi véi Ricoeur, hiéu khong bao gi¢r dat téi sw minh bach trwec tiép, nhwng ludn
phai di qua cac trung gian nhw ky hiéu, vin ban va dién ngon. Do d6, hiéu ludn 1a mét tién trinh mé, c6 thé duoc
tai dién giai trong nhitng hoan canh méi.

Tir ba di€ém héi tu ndy — phé phan thuc chirng, tinh trung tAm cla ngon ngit, va tinh hiru han cia hiéu — c6
thé thdy rang Gadamer va Ricoeur ciing gép phan xac 1ap mot buwéc chuyén can ban trong triét hoc hién dai: tir
mot mo hinh tri thirc dwa trén sw chic chan khach quan sang mot triét hoc clia sw hiéu, trong dé nghia luén
dwoc trung gian, lich stt héa va mé ra cho dién giai. Chinh nén tang chung nay lam cho sw khac biét giita ho
khong phai l1a sy déi 1ap tuyét d6i, nhwng 1a sw phén ky noi tai trong cing mét trweong van dé triét hoc.
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2. Khac biét ciu truc (Structural Differences)

Sw khac biét gitra Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul Ricoeur khong ndm & muc tiéu chung ctia théng dién hoc, nhung
& c4u truic triét hoc ma mdi ngudi gan cho hanh vi hiéu. D6i véi Gadamer, hiéu mang hinh thirc cdn ban cta ddi
thoai (dialogue), trong d6 chu thé luon da thudc vé (belonging) mot truyén thong sdng dong. Hiéu vi thé khong
phai 1a mot thao tac cht quan, nhwng 1a mot bién c6 chan ly (truth-event), xay ra trong sw gap g gitra cac chan
troi lich str. Nhw 6ng viét: “Hiéu... la sw hoa nhdp ctia cdc chdn troi” (“Understanding... is the fusion of horizons”)
(Gadamer, 2004, p. 306). Trong vién twong ndy, truyén théng khong phai 1a déi twong bi khao sat tir bén ngoai,
nhwng 1a diéu kién ndi tai cAu thanh chinh kha thé cta hiéu.

Nguorc lai, Ricoeur chuyén trong tim tir d6i thoai song dong sang van ban (text) nhw mot thue tai ¢é tinh tuw tri.
Khi dién ngdn dwoc cd dinh thanh vin ban, né tach khoi y dinh cta tac gia va khéi hoan canh nguyén thiy caa
né, qua do tao ra mot khoadng cach dién gidi (distanciation). Nhw Ricoeur khang dinh: “Dién ngén dwoc c6 dinh
thanh vdn bdn” (“Discourse is fixed by writing”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 25), va chinh sw ¢d dinh ndy m¢& ra kha thé
cta nhiéu cach hiéu khac nhau. Do d4, hiéu khong con la sw hoa nhép truc ti€p vao truyén thong, nhung 1a mét
tién trinh dién giai (interpretation) bao gdm giai thich, tai ciu hinh va phé phan. Ong nhan manh mét cach dirt
khoat: “Khodng cdch... la diéu kién ctia sw hiéu” (“Distanciation... is the condition of understanding”) (Ricoeur,
1976, p. 43).

Sw khac biét nay c6 thé dwgc tom lwge nhw mot déi 1ap ciu tric gitta hai mo hinh thong dién:

Gadamer Ricoeur

déi thoai (dialogue) van ban (text)

thudc vé truyén thong (belonging to tradition) khodang cach (distanciation)
bién c6 chén ly (truth-event) dién gidi (interpretation)

tinh lién tuc cia nghia phé phan va tai cdu hinh nghia

Nhw vy, néu Gadamer nhin manh tinh lién tuc va sy tham dw cda chu thé vao truyén théng, thi Ricoeur lam
ndi bat vai tro cia khodng cach va tinh trung gian ctia van ban nhw diéu kién cho mét dién giai mang tinh phé
phan. Chinh sy khac biét ciu tric nay dit nén cho cing thing triét hoc su xa gitra hai mé hinh thong dién, sé&
dworc trién khai trong phan tiép theo.

3. Cang thang triét hoc nén tang (Fundamental Philosophical Tension)

Sw khac biét giiva Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul Ricoeur khong chi la sy khac biét phwong phap, nhung phan
anh mot cang thang triét hoc siu xa lién quan dén chinh diéu kién ctia sw hiéu. Cang thang nay c6 thé dwoc quy
vé ba truc d6i 1p co ban: tinh tryec ti€p va tinh trung gian, sw thudc vé va khoang cach, cling nhw truyén thong
va phé phan.

Truwdc hét 1a doi 1ap gitra tinh truc ti€p (immediacy) va tinh trung gian (mediation). Noi Gadamer, hiéu khong
phai 12 mot hanh vi chi quan, nhwng la mét bién c6 (event) xay ra trong chinh sy tham dw ctia cht thé vao
truyén théng va ngon ngir. Chi thé khéng dirng bén ngoai dé quan sat, nhwng luén da & trong mot chan troi y
nghia. Vi viy, hiéu mang tinh “trwc ti€p” khéng phai theo nghia tirc thoi tAm 1y, nhwng theo nghia khong thé
tach roi Khoi sw thudc vé. Ngwoc lai, Ricoeur nhdn manh rang moi hi€u déu phai di qua cac trung gian nhw ky
hiéu, vin ban va ciu tric dién ngdn. Hi€u khong bao gitr 1a sw ndm bat truc ti€p, nhung ludn 1a mot tién trinh
dién gidi. Nhw 6ng viét: “Dién gidi la coéng viéc ctia tw duy nham gidi md nghia dn trong nghia hién 16”
(“Interpretation is the work of thought which consists in deciphering the hidden meaning in the apparent
meaning”) (Ricoeur, 1970, pp. 13-14).

Th hai la doi lap gitra sw thudc vé (belonging) va khoang cach (distanciation). P6i véi Gadamer, diéu kién tién
quyét cta hiéu 1a viéc chu thé ludn da thudc vé mot truyén thdng lich st va ngdn ngiy; hiéu khong bat dau tir sw
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xa cach, nhwng tir s tham dw. Truyén thong khéng phai la cdi cadn vt qua, nhwng la nén tang tich cwc cia
hiéu. Trai lai, Ricoeur cho rang khoang cich khong phai 1a mét tré ngai cin loai bd, nhwng 1a diéu kién thiét yéu
ctia dién giai. Khi dién ngdn dwoc c§ dinh thanh vin ban, né tach khéi y dinh cla tac gid va bdi cadnh ban dau,
qua d6 m¢& ra khong gian cho nhiéu cach hiéu. Tuy nhién, cin néi chinh x4c hon: Ricoeur khong tuyét doi hoa
khoang cach, nhung hiéu né nhu mot diéu kién trung gian ctia dién giai van ban. Nhw ong viét: “Khodng
cdch... la diéu kién ctia sw hiéu” (“Distanciation... is the condition of understanding”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 43).

Thi ba 1a d6i 14p gitra truyén théng (tradition) va phé phan (critique). Gadamer nhin manh tinh lién tuc caa
truyén théng va vai tro tich cwc ctia dinh kién (prejudice) nhw diéu kién cua hiéu, qua d6 bao vé mot niém tin
can ban vao kha nang truyén dat chan ly cda lich st. Ngwoc lai, Ricoeur, dic biét trong doi thoai v&i Freud, Marx
va Nietzsche, khing dinh rang hi€u ludn phai di qua moét tién trinh phé phan nham giai ma nhirng ting nghia bi
che gidu. Tuy nhién, can tranh mot don gian héa: Ricoeur khong thay thé truyén théng bing phé phéan, nhung
dit ching trong mot cdng thing bién chirng. Nhw dng viét: “Théng dién hoc... bi phédn chia gitta moét théng dién
hoc ctia sw nghi ngd va mét théng dién hoc ctia sw phuc hoi” (“Hermeneutics seems to me to be split between a
hermeneutics of suspicion and a hermeneutics of restoration”) (Ricoeur, 1970, p. 27).

T ba truc ddi 1ap nay, c6 thé thdy rang sw khac biét gitra Gadamer va Ricoeur khong phai 1 sw ddi 1ap loai try,
nhwng 1a hai cich xac dinh khac nhau vé diéu kién ctia hiéu: mdt bén nhan manh sy thudc vé va tinh lién tuc
clia truyén thong, bén kia 1am ndi bat vai tro cla trung gian, khodng cach va phé phan. Chinh cing thing nay
khoéng lam suy yéu théng dién hoc, nhwng tréi lai, cAu thanh ddng lwc ndi tai cia no, budc tw duy phai van dong
gitra hai circ ma khong thé gian lwoc mot bén vao bén kia.

4. CAu truc cang thang cta thong dién hoc: giira ddi thoai va phé phan (The Tensional Structure of
Hermeneutics: Between Dialogue and Critique)

Van dé khong phai la dung hoa Hans-Georg Gadamer va Paul Ricoeur trong mot tong hop cudi cung, nhwng la
nhan ra rang chinh sy hiéu dwoc cdu thanh béi mot cau tric cang thang ndi tai giita hai cuc khong thé gian
lwoc: ddi thoai va phé phan. Thong dién hoc, theo nghia trwdng thanh ctia no, khéng phai la mot phwong phap
don nhit, nhwng 1a mot treong vin déng trong d6 chii thé vira thudc vé mot truyén thong, vira cé kha nang tao
khodng cach d6i véi truyén thong 4y; vira tham dw vao y nghia dang dién ra, vira gidi ma va tai cdu hinh y nghia
dy qua cac trung gian.

Truwc gidc nén tang cia Gadamer dit & tinh doi thoai va tinh lich st cia hiéu. Hi€éu khong khéi di tir mot vi thé
trung lap, nhung tir mot sy thudc vé (Zugehorigkeit) vao mot truyén thong ngon ngir va y nghia da cé trwéec.
Trong vién twong ndy, chan ly cta hiéu xuat hién nhu mot bién ¢d (Ereignis), noi cac chan troi gdp g& va bién
d6i 1an nhau. Nhw Gadamer khang dinh: “Hién hitu c6 thé dwoc hiéu la ngén ngit” (“Being that can be understood
is language”) (Gadamer, 2004, p. 474). Tuy nhién, chinh nhdn manh nay ciing lam ndy sinh mét vin dé: néu
hiéu dwoc neo hoan toan trong suw thudc vé, thi lam thé nao bdo ddm kha nang phé phan doi véi chinh truyén
théng von diéu kién héa moi hiéu biét?

Chinh tai di€ém nay, Ricoeur dwa vao chiéu kich trung gian va khoang cach nhu diéu kién ctia hiéu. Khi dién
ngon dwoc c6 dinh thanh vian ban, né tach khéi y dinh cua tac gia va bdi cdnh ban dau, qua d6 mé ra mot khong
gian dién giai khong con bi rang budc b&i mot chan troi duy nhat. Hiéu, do d6, khong thé chila sy tham dw truc
ti€p, nhwng phai di qua cac trung gian nhw ky hiéu, ciu trdc va van ban. Ricoeur nhan manh: “Khodng cdch...
la diéu kién cia sw hiéu” (“Distanciation... is the condition of understanding”) (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 43). Pong thoi,
ong xac dinh dién giai nhw mot tién trinh gidi ma nghia: “Dién gidi la céng viéc cia tw duy nham gidi ma nghia
dn trong nghia hién 10” (“Interpretation is the work of thought which consists in deciphering the hidden meaning
in the apparent meaning”) (Ricoeur, 1970, pp. 13-14).
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Tl day, c6 thé thiy rang ddi thoai va phé phan khong phai 1a hai phwong 4n loai trir, nhwng 12 hai chiéu kich
ciu thanh cta cing mot tién trinh. Khong cé d6i thoai, sw hiéu danh méit nén tang lich st va ngén ngir cta no,
tré thanh mot thao tac triru twong; nhwng khong c6 phé phan, sw hiéu roi vao nguy co lap lai truyén théng mot
cach vo y thirc. Ricoeur dién ta chinh xac tinh thé nay khi cho rang thong dién hoc lu6n bi phan dai gitra hai
hwéng: “Théng dién hoc... bi phdn chia gitta mét théng dién hoc ctia sw nghi ngdr va mét théng dién hoc cia sw
phuc hoi” (“Hermeneutics seems to me to be split between a hermeneutics of suspicion and a hermeneutics of
restoration”) (Ricoeur, 1970, p. 27). Piém quan trong khong phai la lwa chon moét trong hai, nhwng la giir ching
trong mot twong quan nang dong.

Do d6, cdu triic cta thong dién hoc khong phai 1a mot sw can bang tinh, nhung 12 mot chuyén dong lién tuc
gitra hai cwc: gitra sw tham dw va sw gidn cach, gitra truyén thong va phé phan, gitra trwc ti€p va trung gian. Hiéu
khong dat t&i mot diém két thic noi nghia dwoc ¢d dinh, nhwng luén van dong trong mot tién trinh tai cdu hinh,
noi nghia dwoc mé ra, dwoc thir thach va dwoc lam giau qua dién giai. Chinh trong chuyén dong nady ma cha
thé khong chi tiép nhin nghia, nhwng con bién d6i chinh minh trong hanh vi hiéu.

Vi vy, gia tri triét hoc ctia Gadamer va Ricoeur khong ndm & viéc mot ngudi virot qua ngudi kia, nhwng & chd
ca hai cing lam 16 ra cdu truc siu xa cua sw hiéu nhw mét hién twong vira thudc vé, vira vieot ra; vira ti€p nhan,
vira phé phan. Thong dién hoc, trong nghia nay, khong phai 1a sw giai quyét mot cing thang, nhung 1a tw duy
trung thanh vé&i chinh cang thang Ay, nhw diéu kién ndi tai va khong thé loai bé ctia moi hanh vi hiéu.

KET LUAN

Sw phét trién cta thong dién hoc trong triét hoc hién dai cho thdy moét chuyén dich cin ban: tir mot ky thuat
gidi thich ban van, né da tré thanh mot suy tw triét hoc vé chinh diéu kién kha thé cia sw hiéu. Noi Hans-Georg
Gadamer va Paul Ricoeur, thong dién hoc khéng con dwec trinh bay nhw mét phwong phap véi nhirng quy tic
xac dinh, nhwng nhw mét phan tich nén tang vé ciu truc cta kinh nghiém hiéu.

Trwéc hét, thong dién hoc xuit hién nhw mot triét hoc vé ngdn ngir. Ngon ngir khong chi 1a phwong tién biéu
dat, nhwng 1a moi treong phé quat trong d6 moi hiéu biét dién ra. Nhw Gadamer viét: “Language is the universal
medium in which understanding occurs” (Gadamer, 2004, p. 390). Diéu nay ham y rang khong c6 mot sw hiéu
nao c6 thé tach khoi diéu kién ngdn ngir ctia né. Theo mot hwéng khéc, Ricoeur cho thdy rang chinh trong dién
ngodn dwoc cd dinh thanh vin ban ma nghia dwoc gidi phéng khoéi bdi cdnh ban dau va tré nén kha dién giai.
Ong viét: “What the text says now matters more than what the author meant to say” (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 30). Nhor
do, nghia khéng con bi gi¢i han bé&i y dinh chii quan, nhwng mé ra mot khong gian dién giai rong hon.

Thir dén, thong dién hoc 1a suy tw vé diéu kién ciia sw hiéu. Hiéu khong phai 13 sw tai tao mot nghia c6 sén,
nhwng la moét tién trinh bi diéu kién héa bai lich st va vi thé caa chi thé. Tuy nhién, diéu kién nay khéng chi la
sw thudc vé, nhwng con bao gobm kha nang tao khoang cach. Ricoeur nhan manh: “Distanciation... is the condition
of understanding” (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 43). Chinh khoang cach nay cho phép nghia dwgc giai phéng khoi sy ap
dat ca boi canh ban d4u va tré thanh doi twong ctia suy tw phé phan.

Sau cung, thong dién hoc gitt vai tro nhuw moét nén tang cia khoa hoc nhan van. Néu cac khoa hoc tw nhién
hwéng toi viée giai thich cac hién twong theo quy luit, thi cic khoa hoc nhéin vin phai d6i dién véi nhirng cau
tric y nghia vén doi hoi sw dién giai. Ricoeur xac dinh mdi twong quan nay trong mot cong thirc quan trong:
“Explanation and understanding are not mutually exclusive, but are dialectically related” (Ricoeur, 1976, p. 71).
Nhor d6, thong dién hoc viot qua sw ddi 1ap gian lwgc gitra gidi thich va hiéu, va cung cip mot nén tdng phwong
phép luén cho cac khoa hoc vé con nguoi.

Tl nhitng phan tich trén, c6 thé két luan ring thong dién hoc, trong hinh thtrc triét hoc cta né, khong con la
mot phwong phap theo nghia ky thuit, nhwng 1a mot suy tw cin ban vé chinh kha ning hiéu cia con nguoi. N6
khoéng cung c4p nhirng quy tic ¢4 dinh, nhung 1am sang téd mot ciu tric trong d6 hiu ludn van hanh giita truyén
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théng va khoang cach, gitra d6i thoai va phé phan. Chinh trong ciu tric dong nay ma thong dién hoc xac 14ap vi
thé cia minh nhw mét trong nhirng nén tang triét hoc quan trong nhit cia khoa hoc nhin van hién dai.
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